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BERLIN TACTICS RECALLED .
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BY RICHARD WILSON

'CPYRGHT

WASHINGTON —

In"this era of the renewed thaw wilh

FOIAb3b

TRUSSIN, WC 1Css0ns 1od

ned by 1ormer Ambassador Robert C..

. Murphy arc worth revibwimm

Bob Murphy was a carcer State Department official on the -
“swme level as Britain's Harold Macnillan in several critical
.1rcds during World War 1T and in the immediate postwar period.

Jerlin was one of these areas-and. it was there that Murphy
lmmud first hand the Russian tcchmquc of .1ppro‘\chm" objeg-

tives stage by stage.
The blockade of Berlin hc-
T gan us a probing operation with
minor traffic
cinterfercnces
and slowly es-
calaled, staye
*hy stage, into
a fuli-scale
stricture in-
- tended to starve
Cand {reeze: the
: Wesfern - pow-
Pers out. In the
carly stages, a
firm Western response would
probably have convinced the
Russians that .the. risk was too
great. But the Tirst  probes
scemed Lo indicate a lack of
resolution by the Wes{ern
" powers. Irresolution met every
suceessive step uniil the pojnt
'de reached where breaking
i the blockade would have mmnt
v full-scale war.

_ As Murphy sees it, the aulm
Uthat kept Berlin alive was aa
" admission of failure; we should

_ never have had to supply Ber-
~lin- this way, but should have
insisled on access by - normal

;mcthods from the hcx,n/mm-'
usm" rorce if necessiry 1o s

WILSON

sure such access. Al one slage

a lone Mongolian soldier Wy ;

“the only impediment o fult”

dCLC\\ . -

IT 1S WELL w remember
how' the blockade began. and
how the Russian lodgment in
Cuba began, in this being when

$0 much reliunce is being placed-

on a reapprochement with

~Russia. The lessons are known

but they never can be learned.
I the thread of Murphy’s an:

" ulysis s right, the Berlin wall |

tiever would have been built if
U.S.

tunks had pushed away-

“FHIS YIAS happened befora, !
notably in 1958 and 1959, und
it has only recently becn dis-

.closed that the Americin em-

bassy in Poland wis thoroughly .

.penetraled cand - Russian - paid

party girls were consorting with

“the entire Marineg guard -con-
_tingent. The Sovxet espionuge .

the barbed wire when it wis -

first laid and if the first con-
crele block hud been kicked
aside whelr first put down.

ln Cuba the lime to. have
-acted™was when the first com-
bat troops were installed and
nol when 1he missile bases were
crected. Russia goes about these
matters progicssively,

: uugmlm-’l}

department con ‘be rélied on to.
da its leve] best to live up Lo’
its reputation in the James
Bond spy theillers., ‘ '

This nu,ldc,nt lhm been ex-
embarrassing 1o
the State Departisent, to say

{ nothing of the Marine Corps.

moving

as Tar and as fast as the exist- l

ine risks will pgmxt.
I'erieds of calm are part of

the .sm"c-by-sln‘«, 5lrdtes.,y alsor
J and it is in just such stuges as

llm that the. Ammcan guard

o .mlum l(IL.l”V drops

RS

But it s hard 10 convince’
the State "Deparument that its
sceurity  procedures are very .
lax. Sen. Dodd and his Senate
Anternal  Security .Committee
huve been teying to do this

Tar “the Tast several years. But.

the procedures don't scem to
imprave much and such heretics

as 'Ouo ~Otepka, whose crime
was telling the truth about his
stiperiors, remain ostracized
atd in_suspension,:
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